
GHS Course Syllabus 
 

General Course Information 
 
Subject: German 

 
Department: World Languages Room #: 222 

 
Course Title: German I  

 
Course Description: German I 

 
Students will acquire basic grammatic tools and simple vocabulary.  Students will be working 
toward a beginning level of language proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

 
Faculty Name: Jeff Johnston 
 1985-1989 Oregon State University: Social Science Education, B.A. 
 1989-1991 Portland State University: Social Science Education, M.A.T. 
 1993-1994 Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, Germany 
 1999-2000 Ludwig-Maxilian-Universität München, Germany 
 
Course/Faculty Website: http://www.ghsgerman.com 

 
Office Hours: Available by appointment.  Contact me via e-mail at johnstj@hsd.k12.or.us 

 
I strongly encourage all students to come in for help as soon as they feel that they do not understand the 
material.  The sooner  a student receives help, the sooner they will be able to make progress, not get 
behind, and will feel more confident and positive about coming to class. 

 
Note to Parents: The American Council of Foreign Language Teachers recommends that students of any world 

language course should study for a minimum of fifteen minutes every day, after their homework has 
been completed.  If your student claims no homework was assigned, have him/her focus on the current 
and past list of vocabulary words.  The student should focus on the correct spelling, gender (masculine, 
feminine, and neuter) and the plural form. 
 
One of the many ways that a student may practice or study is to practice the vocaubulary and grammar 
with games on my website, write each of the vocabulary words seven times; practice with flashcards, 
etc. 
 
I am very happy to help any student who asks for assistance.  The worst thing for a student to do is not 
understand something, not ask for help and fall farther behind.   

 
Curriculum 
 
Required Text: Komm mit! Level 1, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Austin, 1995 

 
Games: Vocabulary-building (slap game, chalkboard competition, concentration); grammar practice; spontaneous 

speaking practice 
Skits: Themes taken from Tolles Theater will be used to have students write their own “real-life situation” skits. 
Songs: Various songs will be used throughout the year to as a teaching tool or to emphasize culture, such as German 

folk songs.   
 

Videos:   Periodically, students will watch an original German film, television program, or an American film that has been 
dubbed into German.  Most of the time it will be a film that students have seen many times previously (Lion 
King, Star Wars, etc.) and will be able to follow along easily.  No films other than those rated PG-13 or below 
will be shown in class. 
 
I will also show some travel videos such as Rick Steves’ Europe: Germany, Swiss Alps, and Travel Skills or 
films that cover historical events or people, such as the Berlin Airlift, The White Rose, The Fall of the Wall, etc. 

 
 

http://www.ghsgerman.com/
mailto:johnstj@hsd.k12.or.us


Class Participation 
 
Materials: All students must come to each class period with the following items: 

1. German text book, handouts, and all other materials 
2. 3-ring notebook 
3. 11" x 8½", college rule notebook paper     Paper from a spiral notebook will NOT be acctpted. 
4. ball point ink pen: black or blue ink          Papers not written in these inks will not be accepted. 
 
I recommend that every student also have the items below: 
1. fine tip, felt pen: black ink 
2. colored pencils 
3. hand held pencil sharpener 

  
 
Grading & Plagiarism 
 
Grading Categories & Percentages: Tests and Quizzes - 80%; Assignments - 20% 
 
Grading Scale: 100-90 = A;  89-80 = B;  79-70 = C;  69-60 = D;  59 – 0 = F 
 
Make-up Assignment 
& Test Policy: 

Students with absences are allowed one more day than the number of days absent to complete 
and submit any assigned make-up work and/or tests and quizzes. 
 

 
Course Schedule/Outline: Each chapter will take approximately three to four weeks to complete. 

  
Quarter 1: “Vorschau” and Chapter 1, 2   no project 
Quarter 2: Chapters 3, 4     Family/House Project 
Quarter 3:   Chapters 5, 6       Fashion Show 
Quarter 4: Chapters 6, 7, 8                 Puppet Project 

 
Classroom Conduct: 1. No food or drinks will be allowed in class. 

2. Students must report to class on time with their book, notebook with paper, and a pen. 
3. Use only black or blue ink on 8½”x11” college-ruled paper. No spiral paper is allowed. 
4. No usage of electronic devices (cell phone, iPod, iVid, etc.) is allowed.   
    After the first offense, the device will be confiscated and the student may pick it up at the end of 
    the day.  After the second offense, the device will be confiscated and the student’s parent or 
    guardian mut pick up the device from the attendance office. 
 
Any student, who violates the above rules, will receive a referral. 

 
 
 
Students and Parents/Guardians – Please provide your signature below indicating you have read and understand 
the requirements and expectations of this course. 
 
   

Student Signature & Date  Parent/Guardian Signature & Date 
 


